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Suffolk County Community College and Cornell University 

Partner to Make an Ivy League Education More Affordable 
Selden, NY – November 13, 2009 – On Friday, November 7, two busloads of Suffolk County Community College’s brightest students traveled to Ithaca, New York, to attend a presentation at Cornell University about the Pathway to Success Program, a new community college transfer initiative designed to prepare students for admission to Cornell University.

Invited to participate as one of only five community colleges in the state, SCCC is proud to partner with Cornell University and position an Ivy League education within the reach of Suffolk students regardless of their family’s financial circumstances.  Through the generous financial support of the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, this program will eliminate need-based loans for all undergraduate students from families with incomes below $75,000 and will cap annual loans at $3,000 for students from families with incomes between $75,000 and $120,000. Students who are accepted into the Pathway to Success program will be able to transfer into any of Cornell’s seven colleges.

“Each year our graduates transfer to some of the finest universities in the nation,” said Dr. Shirley Robinson Pippins, president of Suffolk County Community College. “This new partnership with Cornell University serves to further underscore why Suffolk is such a smart and sensible choice for financially savvy students and their families.”

To assist in the transition from SCCC to Cornell, Pathway to Success participants are:

• Invited to spend a day on the Cornell campus 


• Invited to spring financial aid and application workshops

• Eligible for waiver of the Cornell admissions application fee

• Invited to an overnight visit to Cornell, and once admitted, to visit classes, stay with a student, meet faculty advisors and plan fall schedules

• Invited to a Summer Institute prior to beginning studies at Cornell

Once enrolled at Cornell, SCCC transfers will receive:


• Invitations to transfer student events


• Stipend for living expenses while pursuing an unpaid summer internship


• Assistance with child-care expenses


• Peer mentoring


• Access to career development services to identify internship and career options


  Opportunities for undergraduate research

Cornell University accepts more than 500 transfer students annually and approximately one-third of these are community college students. Since Suffolk County Community College is the largest community college in New York State, Cornell is enthusiastic about how the Pathway to Success Program can welcome a growing number of Suffolk students into the institution.

“This is an innovative program,” said Maria Montesano, Cornell’s Pathway to Success Program Coordinator. “We look forward to helping low- and moderate-income Suffolk students achieve their dreams without the baggage of significant student loan debt.”

More information about the Pathway to Success program can be found by calling 
631-451-4000.

###

About Suffolk County Community College
Suffolk County Community College (SCCC) is the largest community college in the State University of New York (SUNY) system, enrolling more than 23,000 students at its three campuses in Selden, Brentwood and Riverhead. SCCC offers the Associate in Arts (A.A.), Associate in Science (A.S.), and Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree, as well as a variety of certificate programs. Offering the lowest college tuition on Long Island, a highly respected Honors program, extensive extracurricular activities, championship athletic teams, and numerous unified transfer programs, SCCC is a first-choice college for many Long Island students.

