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Board of Trustees Meeting



October 18, 2001


SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

EASTERN CAMPUS - RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK

OCTOBER 18, 2001

The meeting was held on Thursday, October 18, 2001, at 9:15 a.m., at the Eastern Campus in Riverhead, New York.


Present:

Michael J. Sacca

Trustee/ Chair

Sally Ann Slacke

Trustee/ Vice Chair

Michael V. Hollander

Trustee/Secretary



Walter C. Hazlitt

Trustee

George Kane


Trustee

M. Vicki Wacksman

Trustee



Nina Steffek


Trustee

Salvatore J. La Lima

President

James Canniff


V. P. for Academic & Campus Affairs



Steven Schrier


V. P. for Legal, Planning & Infor. Services



Michael Weissberg

V. P. for Student Affairs



Joanne Braxton

Executive Dean, Western Campus



William Connors

Executive Dean, Eastern Campus



John Pryputniewicz

Executive Dean, Ammerman Campus



Fritzi Rohl


Admin. Director of Human Resources


Absent:



Dennis McCarthy

Trustee



William Moore

Trustee

Richard Zummo

Trustee



Eric Ricioppo


V. P. for Marketing & Public Affairs



Charles Stein


College Chief Financial Officer



Guest:



The Hon. Angie Carpenter, Suffolk County Legislator
* * * * * * * * * *

 RESOLUTION NO. 2001.171 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the following employees have submitted letters of retirement, be it therefore,

RESOLVED, that the Board extends its appreciation to the retirees for their years of dedicated service and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the retirements of the following employees, effective dates as noted, are hereby accepted:




Rank/Title

Area


Effective Date


NAME
Colin C. Campbell
Associate Prof.
Chem. Depend.
7/01/02



    
and Coordinator
Counseling (W)

Christine Guthman
Professor

Health Careers

1/28/02

Sharon Kelsch

Associate Prof.
Nursing (W)

1/01/02

Stephen Lewis

Professor

English (W)

12/21/01

Jan Parker

Professor

Economics (W)
7/01/02

Edward Wankel
Events Manager
Sports & Convention
9/21/01




 


Center (C)

Appendix A:  Letters of retirement

FISCAL IMPACT 2001-2002:











2001-2002





Line No.

Budget
Savings

Colin C. Campbell


2210-6045-0025
$58,095
-0-
Christine Guthman


2210-6045-0010
$68,400
$34,200

Sharon Kelsch


2210-6040-0035
$60,517
$30,258

Stephen Lewis


2210-6031-0040
$85,089
$42,544

Jan Parker



2210-6065-0088
$85,089
-0-

Edward Wankel


2260-6060-1005
$88,998
$84,206

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.172 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

WHEREAS, the following employee was approved to retire effective September 4, 2001, by Resolution No. 2001.120, and

WHEREAS, the actual date of retirement requested was September 5, 2001, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the retirement of the following employee, effective date as noted, is hereby accepted:




Title


Area


Effective Date


NAME
Elizabeth M. Gardner   Assistant Dean      Math, Science, Health
Sept. 5, 2001




    of Faculty

        (W)

Appendix B:  Letter of retirement

FISCAL IMPACT 2001-2002:












2001-2002






Line No.

Budget
Savings
Elizabeth M. Gardner

2220-6001-0021
$100,111
$100,111

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.173 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS the Campus Executive Dean has reassessed the staffing need of the campus and has recommended that the position of Professional Assistant III (12 month) in Student Services be established, and

WHEREAS, Patricia Hanna, Assistant Director of Physical Plant at the Ammerman Campus, has requested a reassignment to the Student Services Division and is qualified for this position, and 










(Cont’d)

WHEREAS, the campus Executive Dean, the Vice President for Academic and Campus Affairs, and the College President recommend that the re-assignment be approved and

that one position of Assistant Director of Physical Plant (A) be abolished, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that one position of Assistant Director of Physical Plant be abolished and a position of Professional Assistant III (12 month) (A) be established in the Student Services Division, effective October 22, 2001, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the re-assignment of Patricia Hanna to the Student Services Division at the Ammerman Campus is hereby approved, effective October 22, 2001.

FISCAL IMPACT 2001-2002:






Line No.

Budget
Appt. Amt.

Patricia Hanna


2260-4010-0030
$69,425
$61,582
 

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO.
2001.174 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Assistant Dean of Faculty/Mathematics, Science and Health Technologies at the Western Campus and the position is available in the College budget, and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the campus Executive Dean, and the College President that the following individual be granted an appointment, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that Dr. Allen Jacobs is hereby appointed as Assistant Dean of Faculty, Mathematics, Science and Health Technologies on the Western Campus, effective October 19, 2001, at an annual salary rate of  $89,541.00 (base $74,219.00 + stipend $15,322.00).

Note:  Replacing Elizabeth Gardner who retired September 5, 2001.  Dr. Jacobs served in the position in an interim capacity during her absence.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.175 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, Suffolk County Community College has submitted a proposal to the State University of New York, in the amount of $44,500, for a Community College Workforce Development Training Program for American Diagnostic Corporation (ADC), and

WHEREAS, the program provides for ISO 9002 training to complete ADC’s certification process and Microsoft software training to develop the skills of its support staff, and

WHEREAS, matching funds and in-kind contribution are provided by American Diagnostic Corporation, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that a proposal, in the amount of $44,500, for a SUNY Community College Workforce Development Training Program for American Diagnostic Corporation during the 2001-2002 fiscal year, is hereby approved and, upon award of the grant, the College President or his designee is authorized to execute a contract with the administering agency.

Project Director: Maureen David

Note:  No full-time personnel

           In-kind contribution - ADC

Appendix C: Abstract, Financial Impact Statement

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.176 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, Suffolk County Community College has received a grant award from SUNY Venture Funding, in the amount of $10,000, for a WEBWRITE SUNY Collaborative to Assess and Improve Writing Skills, and

WHEREAS, the grant provides for the development and implementation of an electronic forum (WEBWRITE) for the exchange of ideas regarding writing program requirements and outcomes, and 

WHEREAS, no matching funds are required, be it therefore









(Cont’d)

RESOLVED, that a grant award from SUNY Venture Funding, in the amount of $10,000, for a WEBWRITE SUNY Collaborative to Assess and Improve Writing Skills, beginning in the 2001-2002 fiscal year and completing in the 2002-2003 fiscal year, is hereby accepted, and the College President or his designee is authorized to execute a contract with the administering agency.

Project Director: Tina Good 

Note:          No full-time personnel

                   No in-kind contribution 

Appendix D: Abstract, Financial Impact Statement


* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.177 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the College has been awarded a four-year grant in the amount of $395,000 from the National Science Foundation for scholarships for students majoring in Computer Science, Engineering and Mathematics, and
WHEREAS, the College will be receiving $98,750 annually, $93,750 for scholarships and $5,000 for student support services and program administration, and

WHEREAS, the scholarship funds will be administered and distributed through the Scholarship Committee of the Suffolk Community College Foundation, Inc., and

WHEREAS, no matching funds are required, be it therefore 

RESOLVED, that a grant award in the amount of $98,750 for the NSF/CSEMS program, for the 2001-2002 fiscal year, is hereby accepted, and the College President or his designee is authorized to execute a contract with the administering agency, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the College President or his designee is authorized to execute a contract with the Suffolk Community College Foundation in the amount of $93,750/per annum for four years for the disbursement of the scholarship portion of the award.

Project Director: Gobi Gopinath









(Cont’d)

Note:         No full-time positions   

                  No in-kind contribution  

Appendix E:  Abstract, Financial Impact Statement 


* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.178 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, Suffolk County Community College has received a grant award from the City University of New York, in the amount of $1,000, for an Interpreter Education Project, and

WHEREAS, the grant provides for a variety of interpreter education events, based on local need, and

WHEREAS, no matching funds are required, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that a grant award from the City University of New York, for an Interpreter Education Project, in the amount of $1,000, beginning in the 2001-2002 fiscal year and completing in the 2002-2003 fiscal year, is hereby accepted, and the College President or his designee is authorized to execute a contract with the administering agency.

Project Director: Julia Weisenberg 

Note:          No full-time personnel

                   No in-kind contribution 

Appendix F: Abstract, Financial Impact Statement


* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO.
2001.179 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.
WHEREAS, the Western Campus has developed a special topics course titled Introduction to Equitation (Horseback Riding), PE 54, and

WHEREAS, the course will be offered at an off-site facility, Country Farms in Medford, New York, and










(Cont’d)

WHEREAS, the fee will cover the use of the facility and the use of equipment at the facility (helmets, tack, bridles, saddles, etc.) and 

WHEREAS, Vice President for Academic and Campus Affairs and the Campus Executive Dean have reviewed the recommended fee, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the fee of $125.00 is approved for the course Introduction to Equitation (Horseback Riding), PE 54.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.180 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 96.96 the fee for the Baldassano Architectural Group (BAG) was set at $2,460,866 to perform professional services related to the design and construction of the Multi-Purpose Health Technology Building, and

WHEREAS, the contract with BAG provides for, and SUNY guidelines authorize, additional fees for certain services not included in the scope of the agreement, and

WHEREAS, additional services were authorized by the College in connection with various re-design work and continued construction observation after the planned completion date, and

WHEREAS, the State University requires a formal contract amendment in order to process the additional State aid to reimburse the project for fees associated with these services, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the Agreement with Baldassano Architectural Group be amended from $2,460,866 to $2,995,344, an increase of $534,478, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the College President or his designee is authorized to execute the necessary documentation.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.181 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, Suffolk County Resolution No. 663-2000 provided that Suffolk County Community College shall be entitled to an increased County contribution for any reduction in the number of residents who choose to attend a community college outside of Suffolk County, and

WHEREAS, the Suffolk County Comptroller was required to submit to the Clerk of the County Legislature an annual certification detailing the number of students who have attended SUNY community colleges outside of Suffolk County for the fiscal year ending August 31 and comparing this number to the number of students for the base year fiscal 1994/95, and

WHEREAS, the County Comptroller has certified that the number of students for fiscal year ending August 31, 2000 was 2,910 as compared to 3,230 for the base year of 1994/95, constituting a reduction of 320 fewer students attending community colleges outside of Suffolk, and

WHEREAS, County Resolution No. 663-2000 provides that the College is entitled to additional aid as verified by the County Comptroller, calculated at the rate of $200 per student via a duly enacted resolution of the County Legislature, be it therefore 

RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Community College Board of Trustees hereby requests a duly enacted resolution of the County Legislature, as required by County Resolution 663-2000, for the payment of $64,000, which represents $200 multiplied by the 320 fewer students certified by the County Comptroller as attending community colleges outside of Suffolk County for the fiscal year ended Auust 31, 2000 as compared to the base year of 1994/95.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.182 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees established a policy of approving certain budget transfers, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the budget transfers shown as Attachment I are hereby approved.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.183 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the State University of New York Regulation No. 602.7 requires the Suffolk County Community College Board of Trustees to review and approve all Sponsor provided services and their estimated value in advance of the service being rendered, and 

WHEREAS, the regulation also requires the approval of the payment of each Sponsor Service satisfactorily performed, and

WHEREAS, health insurance is considered a Sponsor Service, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the health insurance payment to the County of Suffolk totaling 

$767,277.98 for the month of October 2001 (Attachment II) is hereby approved by the Board of Trustees. 

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.184 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the salaries of the College’s managerial-confidential employees were last increased on January 1, 2000, and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees to determine and approve the salaries and benefits of all managerial-confidential employees including the president of the College, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that each managerial-confidential employee’s December 31, 2000 salary, including the College president’s, shall be increased by 3% effective January 1, 2001, be further increased by 3.25% effective January 1, 2002, and further increased by 3.25% effective January 1, 2003, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer and County Comptroller are hereby authorized and directed to take all steps necessary and appropriate to implement the foregoing.

* * * * * * * * * *

Motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to take from the table Resolution No. 2001.132.

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.132 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, the Assistant Academic Chair for Communication and Arts position is vacant, and 



WHEREAS, the campus Executive Dean, the Vice President for Academic and Campus Affairs, recommend the appointment of Dr. Daniel Awodiya and the College President concurs, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that Dr. Daniel Awodiya is appointed as Assistant Academic Chair of Communication and Arts effective August 23, 2001.





Title


       Area

      Stipend

NAME









       

Dr. Daniel Awodiya           Asst. Academic Chair        Comm./Arts (W)   
      $5,146 

FISCAL IMPACT 2001-2002:  






Line No.

Old Stipend
New Stipend
Dr. Daniel Awodiya


2210-6037-0060
        -0-
     $5,146

* * * * * * * * * *

Motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously to take from the table Resolution No. 2001.133.

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.133 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, there is a temporary vacancy in the Assistant Academic Chair position for Physical Sciences, and

WHEREAS, the campus Executive Dean has recommended the following individual to serve as Acting Assistant Academic Chair in this area and the College President concurs, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the appointment of the following individual is hereby approved, as indicated, for the Fall 2001 semester.










(Cont’d)




Title




Area





NAME

Candice Foley

Acting Asst. Academic Chair  
Physical Science (A)



FISCAL IMPACT 2001-2002:





Line No.

Old Stipend
New Stipend
Candice Foley

2210-4052-0050
        -0-
    $2,573


* * * * * * * * * *

The Chair asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of those in the September 11, 2001 attack.  He offered condolences and support to them.

President La Lima reported that we had two losses at the college, Thomas Moody an adjunct instructor and a student, Peter Brennan.  Both were New York City firemen.

President La Lima advised the Board that all three campuses have had beautiful memorial services.  

David Bergen advised the Board that a collection for Red Cross was done and we collected approximately $5,000.  He also advised that a scholarship fund has been set up for the Brennan family and we have submitted Brennan’s name to Albany for a scholarship for his children.

Dr. Wacksman asked that we develop a resolution to reflect our condolences.  She proposed that the Board of Trustees extend condolences to the families over their loss.

Reference was made to the letter from Candice Foley by Trustee Hollander and a request was made to inquire into how Ms. Foley came to perform administrative duties prior to appointment.

The Chair requested a list of people that are serving in academic chair positions that are not tenured.

* * * * * * * * * *

The Chair requested that the Board adjourn to executive session at 9:45 a.m. to discuss personnel matters.

* * * * * * * * * *

The Board returned to public session at 10:50 a.m.

 * * * * * * * * * *

President’s Report

President La Lima requested authorization to waive the nepotism rule in order to replace a deceased faculty member mid-semester.  Fran Chirch is to be hired temporarily for the balance of this semester at the Ammerman campus.

President La Lima reported that the Veterinary Science Technology Program at the Western Campus was granted continued full accreditation through December 31, 2003 by the American Veterinary Medical Association.  He advised that in that same program, not only did 97% of our student graduates pass the licensing exam, but they scored on average 100 points higher than any other program in the United States or Canada on each of the seven categories.

Chair Sacca asked that we send a letter to Senator La Valle to inform him of this success as he had a significant role in moving that particular program to our school.

President La Lima advised the Board that all three campuses have held memorial services for the victims of the September 11th tragedy.  He advised the Board that he spoke at the ceremony for the Ammerman Campus which was attended by over one thousand students and staff.  A new garden was dedicated at the Plaza which will have a donated memorial monument, donated trees and added plantings.  A flag pole is also being considered.  The cast of Godspell sang a very fitting number as a tribute.  Fund-raising has also been going on.  The Western Campus will also have a Remembrance Service at the Van Nostrand Theater on Wednesday, October 24, at 11:30 a.m.

President La Lima informed the Board that the College was requested to provide space at the Western Campus for the New York City Fire Department to establish a counseling center for the families of firefighters lost in the World Trade Center tragedy.  President La Lima authorized Dean Braxton to offer them the Center Cottage at the Western Campus which they found exceptionally well-suited for this purpose.  They have received a FEMA grant to provide services.  He also advised the Board that the College plans to offer these families free health club passes.

The President informed the Board that Professor Benay Don recently published through McGraw Hill a book entitled:  How to Solve Word Problems in Calculus.  The book has been adopted by high schools and colleges throughout the country.  Our College name 

appears in the title page and on the back cover.  In addition, a new book by Dr. Lawrence Epstein of Stony Brook, a professor of English at the Ammerman Campus, has recently been published by Public Affairs, The Haunted Smile:  The Story of Jewish Comedians in America.  This is Dr. Epstein’s fifth book.

The President informed the Board that this fall our on-line courses through the SUNY Learning Network number 20 (up from 5 last fall) with 388 enrollments out of a maximum 403 “seats.”

The President informed the Board that the women’s cross country team at the Ammerman Campus is ranked 5th nationally.  Student Jackie Nunez will be defending her National title this year.  The women’s volleyball team is undefeated (11-0) and has won 33 straight games with no losses (as of 10/12/01).  Michelle Arnone is a returning 1st team All-American.

President La Lima regretfully advised the Board of the death of one of our faculty members, Dr. Miguel Sirgado, who had been with the College for 30 years.  He was a professor of Foreign Languages and for many years the department head.

The President advised the Board that the College received a donation valued at $600 from retired professor Dr. Eli Silverman of supplies and sundry equipment for the Eastern Campus Photographic Imaging program.

President La Lima informed the Board that Veteran’s Day activities will be varied and held at all three campuses.  A calendar of activities is being provided to all Board members.

The President informed the Board that the musical “Godspell” will be performed at the Shea Theater from mid-November through the beginning of December and that complimentary tickets are available.

President La Lima informed the Board of a recent report from Dowling College of their 2001 graduates who had transferred from SCCC.  There were 145 such SCCC transfers in this cohort of which an amazing 16% graduated with honors:  Summa Cum Laude (10), Magna Cum Laude (8) and Cum Laude (5).  This data is consistent with reports from other four-year colleges on the success of our graduates as they continue their education.

President La Lima informed the Board of Trustee Vicki Wacksman’s appointment to the Board of Directors of NYCCT.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTION NO. 2001.185 was duly moved, seconded, and carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, due to the sudden death of Dr. Miguel Sirgado, Professor of Foreign Languages, a need exists to appoint replacement adjunct faculty members to cover his teaching assignments, and

WHEREAS, a timely replacement of a qualified instructor for one such course assignment at the Ammerman Campus was not available with the exception of adjunct instructor Ms. Frances Chirch, and

WHEREAS, Ms. Frances Chirch is the wife of Interim Dean of Faculty at the Ammerman Campus, Dr. Phil Chirch, creating a potential violation of the College’s nepotism policy, and

WHEREAS, the nepotism policy provides for waivers under special circumstances with Board of Trustees approval, and

WHEREAS, arrangements have been made for Frances Chirch to be supervised by the College-wide language coordinator through the College Executive Dean for Curriculum and Instruction, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that a waiver of the nepotism policy is hereby approved for Ms. Frances Chirch for the Fall, 2001 semester as related to the above described situation.

* * * * * * * * * *

Trustee Hollander requested an enrollment report from Financial Affairs and asked that we schedule meetings to discuss the 2002-2003 budget process by the Board of Trustees meeting in December.  

Chair Sacca asked that the College administration prepare an overview so the Board can have a special meeting in reference to the computer hardware and software replacement plan.

Ellen Schuler Mauk handed out videos to the trustees of a 30-minute documentary film, Degrees of Shame, that deals with the feelings about the overuse and abuse of college adjuncts on campus.  Ellen informed the Board that October 28 through November 3 has been designated as a national Campus Equity Week, and the purpose of this is to bring national attention to the problems of the overuse of adjunct faculty in our higher institutions.

* * * * * * * * * *

A motion was made to adjourn at 10:52 a.m.

* * * * * * * * * *
The next regular meeting of the Board will be held on Thursday, December 13, 2001, at 9:15 a.m., in Room 104 in the Peconic Building, at the Eastern Campus in Riverhead.

Respectfully submitted,







Michael V. Hollander







Secretary










Board of Trustees

Attachment I:  Budget Transfer List September 11 through October 16, 2001

Attachment II:  Sponsor Services for SCCC – October 2001

* * * * * * * * * *

